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Keeping Faith in the Midst of the Storm 
 
It was “déjà vu all over again” the last weekend in August, as we watched Hurricane 

Gustav make a bee-line for the Gulf Coast.  Just three years earlier, almost to the day, we 
watched a storm named Katrina move west across the Atlantic Ocean then grow in strength as it 
entered the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico.  As predicted and feared, the storm made a right 
turn and set its “eye” on New Orleans.  The result was destruction and death. 

Katrina was a wake-up call nobody ever wanted repeated.  This time evacuations were 
ordered early, emergency responders put on alert, and levees were monitored minute by minute.  
Though the damage was significant when it came ashore, the Gulf Coast weathered Gustav 
much better than feared.  Now we are keeping an eye on Hanna and Ike who are on their way. 
 It is a helpless feeling to watch such monstrosities of nature run amok.  Helpless to “do” 
anything to control it, meteorologists can only monitor the progress of the storm and interpret 
the information for us. We’ve made marvelous advances in understanding the forces behind 
such storms, but when hurricanes come calling, we have no control over the outcome. 

Natural disasters like earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and fire raise difficult questions 
for people of faith.  If God is the prime mover behind all of creation, then is God not the author 
of hurricanes?   Doesn’t the Old Testament often associate the forces of nature with the power 
and wrath of God and interpret natural disasters as divine judgments?  Does it do any good for 
us to pray that God will divert the path of the storm?   Why won’t our omnipotent God prevent 
such disasters from occurring?  We may ask, but then accidents continue to happen, storms rage 
and the earth shakes.  Who’s in charge here? 
 The answers to such theological questions can never be black and white because we can 
never know the mind of God.  However, Jesus who weathered every storm we must endure, has 
revealed God to be one who loves, protects, and saves us.  Jesus said, “God makes the sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”  To those who know 
and trust in his words, it is inconceivable that God would wield the forces of nature to 
intentionally destroy us.  Yet, natural disasters continue to force tough questions.  But then, 
questions are the cutting edge of a growing faith.  Keep asking.    - Don -     
    

 

Summer 2008 Series Final Concert 
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        September Birthdays 
 

Marie Bakke 1 
George Howard 2 
Lila Filer 3 
Tim Spangler 7 
Chelsea Kessler-0Bauersfeld 9 
Susan Jones 11 
Michael Dexter 14 
Gail Eddy 16 
Don Hunt 19 
Jasper Burak 23 
Ed Busch 23 
Frank Lutz 24 
Emily Morrison 24 
Jan Mussler 24 
Carol Rhoads 24 
 

 September Anniversaries 
 

Lee & Rich Tillotson        1 
Bill & Barbara Stiefer                             2         2 
Steve Durkee & Susan Wagner 23 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good-by to Bob & Sue Evans 
 
For 17 years, the Evan’s have been part of 
our community and our congregation.  Now 
they will be moving to Oklahoma to be near 
their daughters. We send them with our love 
and prayers and a simple request:   
Please keep in touch!  Their new address is: 
 
2402 Whispering Pine 
Shawnee, OK 74804 
405-214-0323 
Suebob5@yahoo.com 
 
 

Make a Note: 
 
Nolan Cook 
180 E. Third St. 
PO Box 533 
Nederland, CO 80466 
320-216-5678 
nolanmcook@gmail.com 
 
Donna Collier 
     Summer:  
PO Box 1197 
Nederland, CO 80466 
303-258-3942 
 
     Winter: 
1658 Sapphire Trail 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

Congratulations: 
 
Austin & Erica Phelps now have the 
sweet joy of a new baby in their home. 
Cassandra Rhianne Phelps was born  
Aug. 9th, at 4:20pm, weighing 5lbs 2 oz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’d like to contact the proud parents 
their information is below: 
5111 Williams Fork Trail, #102 
Boulder, CO 80301 
720/979-9969 
Snoopy_q@mac.com 
 

In our prayers 
 
                              Steve Filer for healing after his fall from a ladder.   
                              Continued prayers for Bill Snelling during cancer  
                              recovery & Elizabeth Christian (Eleanor Busch’s       
                              sister) diagnosed with pancreatic cancer; for Frank 
Irwin as his fingers continue to heal and Sue Evans & Diana Nelson 
recovering from broken foot bones; and the mother and grandbabies of 
Judy Anderson for healing & peace; for Sue & Bob as they move to 
Oklahoma; and as always for our special friends who can no longer attend 
worship, Florence and David Gruchy, Jane Bauder & Gloria Fraiser. 

Florence Gruchy Turns 95! 
 
Florence Gruchy celebrated her 95th birthday on August 19.  Friends and families turned out for the event stretched out over a 
4-day period. She was greeted with kind words, flowers, cards, singing of beloved hymns and good stories (most of which 
Florence told herself).  Of course her 3 daughters and David were close at hand to serve cake and share pictures.  
If you didn’t have a chance to wish Florence birthday wishes, you can still call and arrange a visit with her on any given day. 
She would absolutely love to see you and give one of her BIG hugs!  Take a moment that will give your heart a reason to 
rejoice. 

 

WE LOVE 
YOU BOB 
AND SUE! 
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Great Potluck! 
 
It was a great potluck for the NCPC 96th birthday. 
How about the “fireworks” on the cakes! A special 
thank you to the lighters of the 96 candles and the 
youth who blew out the blaze…and of course to all 
who attended, bringing fine dishes and good lungs to 
sing Happy Birthday to NCPC and Florence Gruchy! 
An additional thank you goes to Kathleen Henningsen 
for being a fine hostess and to Liz Preston, Michelle 
Kozel, Michael Dexter and all those who helped with 
setup and cleanup 

Konrad Kono Thanks MCMAA,  Nederland Area 
Seniors, and the Palette Gallery.  
 
Konrad Kono called to express thanks to MCMAA for 
hosting his recent concert.  He was also grateful to the 
Nederland Area Seniors and the Palette Gallery for the 
display of Kathy Spratford’s art, and plenty of 
delicious treats at the reception that followed the 
concert.  It was a wonderful event for everyone.  

��������� � Dessert and Discussion 
with Schubert Ogden 

Wednesday evening, September 17, at 6:30 
 
It is a rare opportunity to be invited to sit with a 
renowned theologian like Schubert, to have an informal 
and intimate discussion about matters of Christian faith 
and practice.  Dr. Ogden is University Distinguished 
Professor of Theology Emeritus at Southern Methodist 
University, a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and author of many books.  Those of us 
who have attended his past seminars have had our 
presuppositions challenged; our thoughts provoked, and 
have come away with helpful new insights.  For that we 
are deeply grateful.  
 
One of the highlights of those seminars was the informal 
discussion that followed each presentation.  Although we 
have not scheduled a formal seminar this year, we have 
asked Schubert and Joyce to join us for an evening of 
dessert and discussion.  There is no theme or agenda for 
the evening other than the opportunity for you to bring 
your questions as Schubert moderates the discussion they 
stimulate.  We encourage you to take advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity. 
 

The evening will begin with dessert at 6:30 
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Dear Rev. Dexter and Congregation, 
 
I Just wanted to tell you what a great job your people did hosting the Presbytery meeting.  Thank you! 
We all enjoyed your beautiful little church and the pocket garden    
 
In God’s care always, 
Rosalie Allen, Akron, Colorado 
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Mmmphomn!   
 
 
 

September 19-21 
At Highlands Camp  

���������������	
� ”�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

The 2008 Boulder County 
CROP Walk – October 28                           
 
This annual event gathers walkers from  
many churches and organizations  
throughout the county for the purpose of raising money 
for food programs both locally and around the world. 
Each walker is encouraged to seek sponsors, so if you 
cannot walk, you still can support NCPC’s walking team 
by sponsoring a walker.  It’s time the trophy came back 
to the mountain.  Join the team and plan to take a stroll 
for a good cause on a beautiful fall afternoon.   
Get it on your calendar.     
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Mmmphomn?  

Some Burger! 
Thanks to Marylou & Dan Harrison for the delicious 
BBQ to kick-off this fall’s youth fellowship. About  
9 kids, 4 advisors and 6 parent representatives 
attended. Despite the rain, we had some games lead by 
Ben Brantley, good food by the Harrison’s, some 
singing and fellowship and ice-cream cookie 
sandwiches to top it off. 

VBS Helpers: 
 
A big thank you to Luke & Samantha Harrison and to 
Ali Mills (Barbara Hardt-Zeman’s daughter) for 
helping out and representing NCPC at this year’s VBS 
that was held at Calvary Church, August 4-8.  
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Looking ahead..... 
 

  
The Session of NCPC is in the midst of long-range planning.  As part of the process, a self-
study is being conducted.  The purpose of the self-study is to hear from as many folks as 
possible as to how they currently see the church and hear their hopes and dreams for the 
church in the future. 
  
In order to break things down into manageable groups so that everyone has a chance to be 
heard, small interest groups have been formed.  In the coming weeks you should receive 
an invitation to join a group discussion as part of the self-study. 
  
The groups are as follows: 
  

·  Seniors - facilitated by Jim and Judy Hubbard – (303) 442-0809 
·  Singles - facilitated by Liz Preston – (303) 258-7432 
·  Young Couples - facilitated by Ben and Kathy Brantley – (303) 258-3101 
·  Parents of small and elementary age children – Gwen Burak (303) 642-9475 
·  Parents of middle/and high school age – Emily and Mark Haynes (303) 258-7270 

  
This does not mean groups are limited in their discussion of the larger church!  It is our 
hope that the larger church AND the area of special interest would be addressed in these 
conversations.  And we want the participation of everyone who is active in the life of our 
congregation, even if you are not a member.  
  
A final report will be compiled from all of the meetings and presented to the Session.   We 
hope to have a long-rang plan prepared to share with the congregation at the annual 
meeting in January.  
 
If you should have questions/suggestions, please feel free to contact Claudia O'Neill - 
claudiaone@wispertel.net; 303-258-3447, or any of the group leaders listed above.  
  

Thank you for making our Little Brown Church the be st it can be!  
- Your Session - 
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