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     Partners in Creativity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you remember those “creative writing” 
assignments you received for homework in 
high school?   Although there are surely innate 
gifts that inspire creativity, I had a writing 
professor in college tell me that creativity was 
an acquired “skill” that can be learned, 
developed, and cultivated.   However, in high 
school I learned that one cannot turn creativity 
on or off like a faucet.  In fact, I learned that 
the more pressure I was under to “create”, the 
less likely the ideas were to flow.  
     The journey of faith is very much like a 
“creative process”.   The harder you try, the 
less likely you are to find what you seek to 
satisfy that the “empty place” some refer to as 
spiritual hunger.  For some, the “faith of our 
fathers” is adequate, but for others, to settle in 
and cozy up to comfortable old dogmas does 
not fulfill their need to be on a personal faith 
“journey”. 
    I have come to see another interesting 
parallel between the journey of faith and the 

creative process in that they both are skills 
that can be learned, developed and cultivated 
over time.  We read that there is “nothing 
new under the Sun” and that “creativity is 
nothing more than variations on old themes.”   
I like that!  For musicians it infers discovery, 
growth and innovation.  In the same way, the 
faith journey begins by learning and 
cherishing the history and traditions of our 
faith that brought us to this place.  Then, by 
applying both disciplined scholarship and the 
skills acquired over time, old presuppositions 
of faith can be challenged and tested by 
creative and innovative ideas; ideas that may 
transform into visions for the future.  
     Then consider this fascinating parallel.  In 
order for creativity to flow, from time to time 
we must make space between ourselves and 
the object under consideration; in other 
words, to withdraw.  That is perhaps the 
strangest and most difficult “skill” of all 
because it is completely counterintuitive to 
our culture.  We are conditioned to expect 
results only after hard work.   
     But we also read there is a “time for all 
seasons.”  God included rhythm in the song 
of creation.  There is a time to plant and a 
time to reap.  Once seed is sown in fertile 
soil, it may be time to turn to other tasks and 
leave what you have sown quite alone, 
allowing time for germination.  Perhaps it is 
then in the quiet, empty places of prayer, a 
Sabbatical, or a good night’s sleep, that God 
can move in to do God’s best work in us - 
and through us. 
 
Peace, 
Don 
 

 



�������������	����������������������	����������������������	����������������������	���������� ��� ���� 
����
����
����
����
 


����

�����	
�
�����	
�
�����	
�
�����	
�	 			 �����	�������	�������	�������	��	 			 �����������������������������	
��� �	
����	
����	
���	 			

 
 

Choir Notes: 
 

Good News!!  This month we welcome Matthew 
Witherow as our new accompanist for worship.  One of the 
reoccurring comments during the recent Focus Group 
meetings has been an appreciation for our fine choir.  We 
look forward to working with Matthew to make it even 
better. 

With Matthew’s arrival, the choir will now begin to 
prepare music for the Christmas season.  If you have ever 
considered singing with the choir, now is the time to give it 
a try.  You don’t need prior choir experience or a great 
voice.  You just need a desire to serve God in this way.   
And of course, the choir is open to any and all ages.   So, 
now is the time, and here is how to get started with the 
choir: 
 

Meet Matthew Witherow 
 

Join us for dinner, fellowship and a choir rehearsal on 
Tuesday, October 7, at 6:30.  Don will whip up huge 
lasagna.  We’ll eat and have an opportunity to meet 
Matthew.  After dinner, we will rehearse choir anthems for 
the next few weeks and even begin to work on music for 
the Christmas season. 
 

Need a ride?  Need a babysitter?  Need assurance? 
 

Give Don a call or e-mail 
 
Sing on!  Sing on! 

Long Range Planning Process 
 
      
 
 
 
 
     Thank you to all who participated in the Focus 
Group discussions in recent weeks.  Don and the 
Session value your suggestions and will incorporate 
them into the planning process as we seek to set 
goals for the future of our church. 

Inevitably in a process such as this there are 
those who will not be able to attend one of these 
meetings.  But, we need to hear from everybody.  If 
you have not had an opportunity to participate, please 
give Claudia O’Neill a call at 303 258-3447, or you 
may communicate with the Session via the internet 
using our website:  nederlandcpc.org 
 

Thank you, and may God bless our future! 
Your Session 

  
All Church POTLUCK 
Following worship  
October 19th 
 
 
 

Bring something to share and join us for our 
monthly potluck luncheon following worship on Oct. 
19.  A potluck is exactly as it sounds: we are so lucky 
to have such an assortment and an abundance to 
share at these gatherings.  The food is delicious, the 
fellowship tremendous, and you go home well fed 
and with just one dish to wash.  Dinnerware and 
drinks will be provided.  You bring the food, 
fellowship and a friend.  

                   CROP Hunger Walk – October 26th 

                      The Return of the Shoe? 
 
Sign up and walk at this year’s Church World Service CROP Walk and help NCPC 
regain the shoe trophy. If you can’t walk, please consider supporting one of the  
NCPC walkers.  If you want more information, talk with our coordinator, Zach Cramer, or go to 
www.bouldercropwalk.org.  Walkers, the website is now available for you to sign up and to get donations 
online.  Check it out and sign up - it's a great way to raise money for CROP Walk. 
 http://www.cropwalkonline.org/site/TR/CropWalks/General?pg=entry&fr_id=2064 
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October Birthdays 

 
Townes Bakke   1 
Sue Hubert   1 
Erica Brandon Phelps   3 
Crystal Skeie   7 
Dennon Jones   8 
Steve Durkee 10 
Susan Morrison 13 
Bob Rhoads 14 
Amy Hoffman 15 
Kevin Kozel 15 
Alexandra "Ali" Mills 15 
Tamera Orndoff 15 
Jack Filer 18 
Gwen Burak 20 
Shirley Filer 21 
Dan Burak 22 
Lizzie Turnburke 25 
Tim Murphy 30 

 
October Anniversaries 
 
Kevin & Michelle Kozel 13 
Jim & Judy Hubbard 26 
 

Make a Note: 
 
Directory Updates  
Changes/Corrections 
 
 
Charlie Allen  
callenski@q.com 
 
John Allen 
Winter Phone 850-837-8770 
 
Tom & Ellen Andersen  
Local phone 303-258-3661 
 
Gwen Burak 
Preferred e-mail 
gwenburak@wispertel.net 
 
Alyss Filer 
Denver University 
1770 S. Williams 
Denver, CO 80210 
 
Barbara Hardt-Zeman 
303-258-7590 
PO Box 1623 
Nederland, CO 80466 
bhz@themountainear.com 

 
Kathleen Henningsen 
303-258-7899 
1098 Eldorado Ave. 
Eldora, CO 80466 
Kathleen.Henningsen@bvsd.org 
 

Recent Moves 
 
Sue & Bob Evans 
2402 Whispering Pine 
Shawnee, OK 74804 
408-214-0323 
Suebob5@yahoo.com 
 
Don & Betty Hunt 
120 Kisawa Pkwy 
Hutchinson, KS 67502 
620-665-6719 
 

Please Welcome  
 

Larry James 
PO Box 601 
Nederland, CO 80466 
303-258-0576 
lwjames@mac.com 
 

In our prayers 
 

Prayers for Jim & Judy Hubbard upon the death of 
Jim’s brother in Kansas and his sister in-law from 

Grand Junction; for Joanne Haynes, mother of Mark, 
who is seriously ill; continued prayers for Bill 
Snelling during cancer recovery & Elizabeth 

Christian, sister of Eleanor Busch, during cancer 
treatments; Frank Irwin as his fingers continue to 
heal, Steve Filer recovering from a back & head 

injury and Crystal Skeie recovering from a broken 
foot; for Cassandra Phelp’s continued growth and 
strength after a premature birth and for continued 

strengthening of her mother, Erica Phelps; for Susan 
Wagner & Steve & Adam Durkee as they continue to 
deal with the sudden death of Susan’s brother and are 
now living in San Diego to help with their sister-in-
law’s young family’s adjustment; for Sue Evans as 
she settles into her Oklahoma home and for Bob 

Evans, who is now in a care facility there; for all our 
seasonal friends who live along the Gulf Coast region 
after the recent storms; and as always, for our special 
friends who can no longer attend worship, Florence 
and David Gruchy, Jane Bauder & Gloria Fraiser. 

 

Hello from Gloria Fraiser  
 

Long time member Gloria Fraiser recently attended the 
Nederland Area Senior’s lunch. She is doing well and says hi to 

all her Nederland friends.  She’d love to hear from you. 
 

Thank you Palette Gallery! 
 

The Session and MCMAA would like to thank The Palette 
Gallery (Phillys Wright, Bette Ventrella, Judy MacDougall & 

Kathy Spratford) and all the good cooks of NCPC for the 
wonderful reception they hosted for the Tasman String Quartet 
concert held September 14. The paintings of Annie Thayer are 

still on display in Fellowship Hall for your enjoyment. 
 

Thank You, Schubert Ogden! 
 

The Christian Education Committee would like to extend a hearty 
thank you to Schubert (& Joyce) Ogden for an uplifting and 
thought-provoking discussion time about some of the hard 
questions of faith held on September 17. About 15 adults 

gathered for dessert and discussion about the personal questions 
of faith with which we struggle, such as “how do we respond to 
the religious right”, “is there an appropriate means of war”, etc. 

Schubert’s written response to these questions is available in PDF 
format. If anyone would like a copy, let Don Dexter know. Thank 

you, Schubert for your time, talent and Christian example. 
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