P.O. Box 467, 210 Jefferson Stredtederland, CO 804¢

(303) 258-3579 -

www.nederlandcpc.org

# %

(%) *

1

Leading Questions and Questions that Lead

Jesus once said “People who are like these little
children belong to the Kingdom of God.” So,
what characteristics of childhood do you think
Jesus identified with life in the Kingdom? Is it
that happy, healthy children are naturally

playful, lighthearted, and spontaneous? Perhaps

it is their ability to remain vulnerable to trust.
And of course, until adults teach them otherwise,
children are natural singers, dancers, and
masterful play-actors. Surely all of these are
characteristics we see in children who are
worthy of the Kingdom.

But there is one characteristic of childhood
which is not often mentioned in response to
Jesus’ statement about children in relation to the
Kingdom of God. That is their natural
inquisitiveness and their fondness for the one-
word question, “Why?” We've all experienced
the budding curiosity of a five-year olds
overflowing with questions: “Why is the sky
blue? Why do | have toes? Why is cold
oatmeal stiff?”

"Why?" is perhaps the most important
guestion of all because curiosity leads the way to
knowledge.  We never outgrow the need to
know, “why?” Unfortunately, that question

seems to find itself more at home in the
laboratory than in church. It is unfortunate,
because while all the other characteristics of
childhood are important, | can’'t think of

anything more evident of a growing, vibrant, and
relevant faith than one who is comfortable

asking questions, even when the questions musi

remain an unanswerable mystery.

As we begin the Season of Lent, the 40 days
remind us of the time Jesus spent in the

wilderness following his baptism. His was a
time of testing and coming of age which
prepared him for his earthly ministry.ent is
traditionally the time when Christians
remember the great story of Jesus and his love
and turn inward to examine our commitment
of faith. It is a time to revisit old questions
and meet new ones.

In our scientific, rational world, unanswered
guestions have turned some people away from
God, especially adult questions like: “Why
does God allow evil to persist in the world. If
God is love, why must | suffer? Why didn’t
God do something to prevent this tragedy
These are important questions of adulthood,
but they are unanswerable in this lifetime.

But there are other questions which are just as
perplexing and mysterious and unanswerable,
such as:
Why is there beauty, goodness, and
loveliness, in the world?
Why are there expressions of nobility,
sacrifice, courage, grace and truth?
Why do the cycles and rhythms of
nature and life flow so effortlessly
through time?

These are the child-like questions which we
adults don't often ask, but if Jesus said we
must become like children, shouldn’t they be
a part of our faith journey too?

Perhaps if and when we learn to live with
such child-like questions, we may discover
they are not a burden, but are actually leading
us right smack in the
middle of the Kingdom
of God. -Don
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Hosting Fellowship Hour
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Conversations with an

Iraq Veteran

Tuesday, March 10 — 7:30
Potluck Supper — 6:30

Following a delicious potluck supper,
Matthew Witherow will share his
experiences and views on the Iraq wg
as a returning U.S. Marine. His talk
will be followed by a question and
answer period. All are welcome to
attend, so consider bringing a guest t(
hear this remarkable story. Bring a
dish to share, everything else will be
provided.
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March Birthdays

Larry James 1
Schubert Ogden 2
Marylou Harrison 4

Rhonda Skeie 5
Darian Robinson 15
Jerry Griess 16
Steve Filer 17
Craig Skeie 17
Mary Wingate 20
Ben Brantley 24
Liz Preston 27
Judy Anderson 28
Michelle Bolin 28

Phillys Wright 29

March Anniversaries
Marylou & Dan Harrison 27

In our prayers

Prayers for Florence Gruchy and
her family upon the death of
David. Prayers for Gwen Burak’'s
Aunt Barbara as she returns home
after a long rehabilitation after a
stroke; Continued prayers for
healing of those dealing with
physical and emotional pain; and
as always for our special friends
who can no longer attend worship:
Jane Bauder, Gloria Fraiser, and
Florence Gruchy.

March 15 - Potluck Luncheon
Following Worship

Don’t miss the opportunity to join
Claudia and Michael O'Neill for an
armchair tour and rollicking raft ride
down the Grand Canyon. They have
some good stories and great pictures
share of the once-in-a-lifetime trip the
took last fall. Bring a dish to share.
Everything else will be provided.
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One Great Hour of Sharing
E A
For more than fifty years, «® r
Presbyterians have joined
with Christians throughout
the nation in supporting

&
z
©
One Great Hour of Sharing

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
And a good time was had by all...

On Shrove Tuesday a nice group of

pancake enthusiasts dove into

evening of fun and frolic in the

Fellowship Hall.

responding to Christ's love for 4 &

all people by joyfully sharing Sy A’ﬁ\

that love with people in need.

The refugee and the stranger have found food and s
shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters

have found relief and help rebuilding; and communit| |

seeking to take control of their future have found

partners in development. The hundreds of millions o §

4
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dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half
century have enabled a powerful witness to the love
the One who came that all might have life more
abundantly.

During the Season of Lent, our children will be

f collecting coins in the traditional
Fish Banks. On Palm Sunday
the banks will be returned and
added to the annual One Great
Hour of Sharing offering.
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Allocation of One Great Hour of Sharing

After deducting administrative costs (up to 5%) and
costs of creating and distributing promotional materi
(roughly 5%), the remaining undesignated gifts are
divided among three programs as follows:

36% Presbyterian Hunger Programfor ministries
working to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes
responding with compassion and justice to poor and
hungry people in local communities, in the nation, af
throughout the world, as well as ministries addressir]
homelessness and affordable housing.

32% Presbyterian Disaster Assistancéor disaster
response and ministries with refugees.

32% Self-Development of Peopléor partnerships
with groups of people who are oppressed by poverty
social systems, who want to take charge of their owl
lives, have organized to do something about their oy
condition, and have decided what they need to do td
produce long-term benefits for themselves.

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering
will be collected on Palm Sunday

Early on, setup crewDon Dexter, Judy Hubbard, and
Kathleen Henningsen organized the tables while chefém
Hubbard, Steve Filer, and Pennie Dextemade coffee, mixed

batter and flipped pancakes.
“sourdough pancakes”.

Our “servants” for the evening were several members of the 2
Confirmation Class: Lila Filer,
Will Ford, Samantha and Luke
Harrison, Tamara and Katie
Haynes who greeted folks as they
arrived, then eagerly served up
mounds of pancakes, sausage,

orange juice, coffee, and kept the
plates full. They even did the
dishes and cleaned up the kitcher
afterwards! A “tip” can collected
the expressions of gratitude for
such attentive service which will
be used to defray their costs for
their Confirmation Class Retreat {

be held in April.

Jim brought a batch of his famou
Deeeeelicious!!
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The Heart of Christianity

A Four Week Lenten Study

DVD Lectures by Marcus J. Borg :
Wednesday evenings, March 11, 18, 25, April 1 at 6:3&

Join us for a four-week Lenten Study as we meet in
Fellowship Hall for a light supper, DVD lecture and
discussion. There is no registration fee, but a

freewill donation for our shared meal will be appreciate
Please sign up so we will have plenty of food, and if yc
would like to cook one of the meals please indicate yol
willingness to do so on the registration sheet.

t

Those of us who have heard Dr. Borg speak in previoué N

Lenten Studies, have found him to be challenging, ]
inspiring, and boldly honest. Here is an excerpt from | NCPC Choir Notes
his lectures:

Our rehearsal for March will be held on Tuesday,
March 3, at 6:45. Arrive at 6:15, and you can join ug
for supper and fellowship before our rehearsal begir]s.

This month we begin work on our special music for
Lent and Easter. The choir is always ready to welcgme

1" new voices, with or without experience. You learn t¢
#$ % sing by ... singing! Sing on!!!

Mountain Communlly

Music & Arts -
3 3 8 30 3 Association’ A'

We are beginning to schedule our Summer Concert
Series, so if you had a favorite concert last year, be
sure to go to the website MCMAA.org and let us kngqw.
If you would like to help organize, advertise or host a
concert reception we would also love to hear from you.
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*Dr. Marcus Borg




FOOD PANTRY .. Judy Anderson has compiled the list of current food pantry workers. It takes 24 todmze

the pantry humming. Volunteers from NCPC, St. Rita’s Catholic Church , and from the cdynatuaige,
including 5 clients, make sure every month that donated food is picked up, sorted, and distribubedlyn a ti
manner. As the economy struggles, more families are in need. Most recentlyedoided that 41 families were
served with canned goods, breads, boxed goods, meats, and fresh produce. The first SungayafttvsICPC
brings non-perishable items to the worship service to add to the larder. Check the bodediin the Fellowship
Hall for a list of items most needed.

USDA FOOD DISTRIBUTION ... Takes place the second Saturday of each month. Last month only 8 fami
were served, a decline which is a puzzle although the program was announced in both the Mauatad the
Gilpin County News. However, one homebound person has requested to be dropped from the progratinear

has passed away. Also, transportation for some registered clients from thanldollinsville area has become

more difficult. Clients must meet the federal poverty guidelines, show ID, aedoinaof of a local address.
Individuals who receive assistance from the Food Pantry, may also dex&tSDA program if they need to do
so. No one in need go hungry. Six volunteers from NCPC and the community keep this progagimgopéank
you one and all.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN IN SERVICE ... Will meet on Tuesday, March 10, at 1:00 in the Fellowship Hall. OU
meeting will be devoted to determining the direction of the annual bazaar held in donjuvittt Miners’ Days
at the end of July. The funds raised by this event go into the community Christmas FeedaBdxour other

community service work. Because this organization is ecumenical in natueeistseme question about how and

why NCPC assists with the bazaar each year. The confusion whirls arourftrigim&s Food Box program.

As you may know, there is no direct line item in the church budget for the food box progsdead| the church
budgets to pay the $250 fee to Community Food Share for the Food Pantry. The Food Pantryiodgin, t
donations made to them, purchase or supply foods for the boxes. CWS provides funds for and reckage

and candies which go into the boxes. In the past, NCPC has provided some crafaadictesy baked goods tp

the bazaar to raise funds for their donation to the Food Pantry for their share @bddhBdx expense. St. Rita’s
Catholic Church also makes funds available. CWS manages the bazaar in July at NMORGlcvember at St.
Rita’s. Watch for more information about the bazaar and the manner in which NCPCtapapa in future
news letters.

Postscript As a result of the questions about the bazaar another question eriiéhgaddid CWS get started ar
what is its relationship to NCPC?At our meeting on the 10th, we will delve into the cupboard where our hist
books are kept and will begin research into the history of the organization, which hgs edet at NCPC, and
which is one of the oldest women’s groups in the community. Anyone who wishes to join us xaithig e
project is most welcome. - Justine Irwin, Moderator -
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March 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 500 Choir 2 3 4 5 6 1
10:00 Worship and | 12:00 NAS Lunch 6:15 Choir Supper | 9-11:30 Painters 10:00 Food Pantry
Communion and Rehearsal 12:00 NAS Lunch
Food Pantry Sunday

5:30 Confirmation Frozen Dead Guy Days

8 9:00 Choir 9 10 1" 12 13 14
10:00 Worship 12:00 NAS Lunch 1:00-300 CWS 9-11:30 Painters 9:30-11:30
10:30 Church School 6:30 Potluck and | 12:00 NAS Lunch USDA Distribution
. : Conversations 6:30 Session and
S with an Iraq Vet. 6:30 Lenten Study Food Pantry
15 9.00 Chair 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00 Worship 12:00 MAS Lunch 9-11:30 Painters
10:30 Church School 12:00 NAS Lunch
11:00 Potluck 1-3 NAS Board Ming,

530 Confirmation 6:30 Lenten Study

22 200 Choir 23 24 25 26 21 28
10:00 Warship 12:00 NAS Lunch 9-11:30 Painters 10:00 Food Pantry
10:30 Church School 12:00 NAS Lunch
. . Idlerfiauch Wedding
5:30 Confirmation 6:30 Lenten Study
29 900 Choir 30 3 Next Month:
10:00 Worship 12:00 NAS Lunch April 5- Palm Sunday
10:30 Church School April 9- 7:00 Maundy Thursday Service

April 12 - 8:30 Easter Sunday potluck breakfast / 10:00 Worship

5:30 Gonfirmation April 24-26 - Confirmation Retreat at Highlands Camp
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