
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Holy - Ho, Ho, Ho? 
 
     While growing up, one of my friends 
admitted to me that he once thought God 
and Santa Claus were brothers, and that 
when he stopped believing in Santa Claus 
he wondered whether or not God was real. 
When you stop to think about it, his 
response is really not surprising when you 
compare God and Santa through the eyes 
of a child: 
 
The story of God begins:  “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth…”, while the story of Santa Claus 
begins, “T’was the night before 
Christmas...”  From a young child’s point 
of view, which story is more familiar?  
Which is more logical?  What has more 
authority? 
 
Or consider their homes:  God lives in 
heaven while Santa lives at the North Pole.  
Is heaven any more real to a child than the 
North Pole? 
 
God is often pictured as a stern, wise old 
man with a beard and robe.  Santa is a jolly 
old man with a beard and bright red coat.   
Who would you rather have drop by on 
Christmas Eve? 

 
 
We say prayers to God.  We write letters to 
Santa.  From the perspective of a child, is 
one form of communication more effective 
than the other? 
 
God gets his message to people via angels.  
Santa transports his gifts (made by elves) 
by reindeer.  Is it any more likely that 
reindeer can fly than it is that winged, 
robed, feminine creatures can fly? 
 
The comparisons continue, but I think the 
clincher is this one:  Children are taught 
that God knows everything, cares for 
everybody, and some teach that God 
punishes the bad people.  Santa Claus 
keeps a record book and “knows if you’ve 
been bad or good, so be good for goodness 
sake” or he won’t bring you any toys. 
 
Hopefully as my childhood friend outgrew 
his belief in Santa, he gained an increasing 
appreciation for the Story of Christmas and 
how this story can give birth to a growing 
relationship with God through Christ; a 
God of unconditional love and grace that 
can never be earned, withheld or outgrown. 
Merry Christmas – Don Dexter  
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Advent and Christmas at NCPC  

 
Dec. 5     Caroling at the Mountain Market  
  11:15 – 12:15 (everyone welcome) 
 
Dec. 6     Worship – “The Word Gone Wild”  
   (Food Pantry Sunday and Communion) 
   
Dec. 13    Children’s Pageant, “The Little Star”  
   
Dec. 20    “A New Birth, A New Beginning” 
      A Choral Cantata by John Purifoy 
   

Christmas Eve Service – 7:00 
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
 

Advent Thank Yous  
 

o Thank you to the NCPC Youth Group for a 
successful tree hunt (and to Frank and Susan 
Lutz for once again allowing us to search 
their property for just the right tree for our 
sanctuary.)  

o Thank you to everyone who brought food 
for the Chili potluck, and those who pitched 
in to help with the “Hanging of the Greens” 
and decorating the Christmas Tree.   Our 
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are beautiful.  

o Thank you to Gwen Burak, Will Ford, 
Kathy Brantley, parents and everyone who 
is working to prepare for the Children’s 
Pageant on December 13.  

o Thank you to the choir for your beautiful 
Advent anthems and for all the hard work 
you are doing to prepare our special 
Christmas Music worship on December 20. 

o Thank you to those who will bring goodies 
for the special Candlelight Fellowship Hour 
following the service of Lessons and Carols 
on Christmas Eve. 

o Thank you CWS, and especially Judy 
Anderson, as you work to prepare the 
Christmas Boxes for families in our 
community.  

 

“The Little Star: A Christmas Fantasy” 
Children’s Christmas Pageant 

By Georgene Meddows 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 13 
as our Children and Youth 
present their Christmas Pageant 
during worship.  
 
“The Little Star” tells the story of “Little 

Star”, who yearns to shine as other stars do.   The Starlighter 
cannot light Little Star until God gives permission.  Little 
Star waits sadly until surprisingly she is chosen to be the Star 
of Bethlehem.  God tells Little Star about the Baby Jesus - 
why he was chosen to be born in a stable and how his love 
will bring peace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pageant Rehearsal Schedule 
 
 
 
 

Remaining rehearsals for the pageant are as follows: 
 

*Sunday, December 6 during church school and until 
11:45 (participants need to remain 45 minutes after 

worship to work in the sanctuary.) 
 

*Wednesday, December 9th, 6:30-8:00pm –  
 

*Sunday, December 13th - arrive at church at 9:00am. 
 

Questions?  Contact Gwen Burak at 303-642-9475 
or Will Ford at 303-258-3198. 

 

Highlands  Camp Gift Certificates  
  
Looking for a unique Christmas gift for child or 
grandchild?  Highlands Camp is now offering Gift 
Certificates of Camper Cash in any dollar amount.  
They can be ordered and paid with credit card by 
contacting Kathy at sales@highlandscamp.org, 
or phone, 303-747-2888.  
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To our friends in Nederland –   
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Margie Lyons, Music Coordinator  
First Congregational Church of Silverton, Colorado.  

December Birthdays 
Jay Belsan 8 
Gloria Fraser 9 
Michael O'Neill 10 
Wes Stiefer, II 11 
Jake Mussler 16 
Amy Hartman 17 
Betty Hunt 18 
Laura Stadele 19 
Beth Landry-Murphy 20 
Ayden Bolin 21 
Claudia O'Neill 22 
Joyce Trostle 22 
Katie Haynes 26 
Kelsey Morrison 27 
Sue Evans 30 
Jim Hubbard 31 

 

In our prayers:   
Prayers of peace and comfort for all who have lost 

       loved ones this past year. Prayers of joy for Ben 
       and Kathy Brantley, who are expecting their first 
       child; they will also need continued prayers as 
Kathy’s pregnancy will be high-risk. Continued prayers of 
recovery and healing for Jim Stevens and to Rhonda Skeie’s 
father, Lew Holland. Prayers for healing and relief of pain for 
Frank Irwin. Continued prayers of comfort and peace to Susan 
Morrison’s mother, Irene and to Aaron Berkeley’s 
grandmother, Lucille Smart and as always, prayers of comfort 
and love to all those who are unable to worship with us on a 
regular basis including Florence Gruchy, Jane Bauder & Gloria 
Fraiser.  

Christmas Eve Opportunities 
 
Will you help make our visitors feel welcome on 
Christmas Eve?  Following the service we will invite 
everyone to enjoy fellowship by candlelight.  If you can 
help with set up and clean up, please speak with 
Kathleen Henningsen.  And, remember to bring a plate 
of your special Christmas goodies with you to worship 
that evening and place them on the table in Fellowship 
Hall as you arrive.   Thank you!  
 
Would you like to participate in the Christmas Eve service as a 
reader?  Let Don know right away.  
 

 
You are cordially invited  

to a Christmas Desserts Open House 
 

The Gruchy Cabin  
34707 Gap Road 

Golden, Co 80405 
 

Please feel free to drop by on December 12 anytime between  
3-7 pm for a hot beverage, desserts and conversation with 

Florence and her family.  RSVP’s are appreciated: 303 642-
3482 

December Anniversaries 
Michelle & Brien Bolin           22 
Charlene & Gaylord Morrison 24 

Choir Notes: 
Rehearsal Schedule for our Cantata 

Now that we have secured the talent of John McDowell as accompanist for the 
Christmas Cantata and Christmas Eve service we can schedule the remaining 
rehearsals:  Tuesdays, Dec 8 and Dec 15 at 6:30, and Saturday, Dec. 19 from  
10 – 12.   Pick up a CD recording of the Cantata to practice at home, or go to 
http://pixel4.net/ncpc/music/cantata2009/ for the link to hear the music 
online.   
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Nederland Community Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 467 
210 Jefferson St. 
Nederland, CO  80466 

If you no longer 
wish to receive 
this newsletter, 
please notify us 

at  
(303) 258-3579, 
or the address 
listed above. 


