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(303) 258-3579

www.nederlandcpc.org

Dear Friends,

Our worship on the first Sunday of Advent was
followed by a delicious potluck luncheon and the
“Hanging of the Greens.” Now our Sanctuary
and Fellowship Hall are decorated for the
Advent-Christmas season with all the traditional
trimmings. | left the church feeling like the
season had officially begun. Well, almost.

On Monday morning | dug out our family
favorite Christmas CD’s and listened to one of my
very favorites; Handle’'s Messiah. | can't imagine
Christmas without the “Messiah.” It begins W|th
a tenor singing the familiar words from the 40"
chapter of Isaiah: “Comfort ye, comfort ye, my
people, says your God.”

Isaiah is writing to the exiled Hebrew people
who are held as captives in Babylon. They have
been there so long that their hope of ever
returning home is nearly gone. But a voice
breaks into their situation with a word of hope:
“Be comforted ... in the wilderness prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight a highway in the
desert ... because your wait is over, it's time to
go home.”

There is something about the decorations,
traditions and music of Christmas that feels very
much like a homecoming, but this time of year
many folks experience a kind of exile instead.
Some families, including my own, will celebrate
Christmas this year for the first time with an
empty chair in the room. Others feel they are in
exile because of failing health, uncertainty about
the economy, a failing marriage, depression or
anxiety.

Years ago a horrific fire destroyed hundreds of
homes in Santa Barbara. One belonged to a
family in our church. As the Christmas season
approached, we realized that this family had not
only lost their home, but all of their traditional
holiday decorations as well. So, on a special
Sunday, each family in the church was asked to
bring one ornament from their own family tree.
As each ornament was given, a story was told
about when and where the family had first used it
on their tree. When the giving was over, this
family had experienced a true homecoming,
complete with old traditions that would last a
long, long time.

Each week during this Advent season we will
sing, “O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom
captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.” Just as those
exiles were set free to return home so long ago,
let Advent be our time to prepare our homes, our
church, and our lives to experience a
homecoming, complete with all the traditions,
decorations, hymns and carols. But as we
prepare for Christmas, let us also keep alert and
watchful for those around us who may be
experiencing exile this year. Let us prepare a
welcome place and a homecoming for them in
our hearts by sharing our lives: Perhaps an
invitation to dinner, a friendly phone call, a
Christmas card, or an invitation to join you for
worship on Christmas Eve. Jesus said,
“Whatever you do for the least of these, you do it
to me.” Perhaps then, the best way to prepare a
place for the Christ Child is to prepare a welcome
place for those he loves.

Peace, Don
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Christmas Caroling
at the Holiday Mountain Market

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

(that includes everyone who loves to sing)

Meet at the Nederland Middle/High School
on Sunday, Dec 7, at 12:00. We’'ll have plent
of songbooks for everybody, so just show
up and enjoy singing the music of the season.

Christmas and Advent at NCPC

30

7

14

21

Worship — “Here Comes the Judge”
Potluck luncheon and “Hanging the Greens.

Worship — “No Place Like Home”
(Food Pantry Sunday and Communion)
12:00 — Caroling at Mountain Market
5:30 — Youth “Gingerbread Houses”

Children’s Pageant “We Could Go In”
5:00 — Youth, “Progressive Supper”

Special Christmas Music Sunday
(A good Sunday to invite a neighbor)

Christmas Eve Service — 7:00

A Traditional Candlelight Service of

Lessons and Carols

Will you help make our visitors welcome on Christmas Eve*~
Following the service we will enjoy fellowship by candle-
light. Bring a plate of your special Christmas goodies with
you and place them on the table in Fellowship Hall as you
arrive for worship.

h7?

Advent Thank You

Thank you to the NCPC Youth Group for a
successful tree hunt (and to Frank and Susan Lutz fq
once again allowing us to search their property for ju
the right tree for our sanctuary.)

Thank you to everyone who brought food for t
potluck, and those who enjoyed lunch, then pitched i
hang the greens and decorate the tree. Our Fellows
Hall and Sanctuary ateeautiful.

Thank you to Gwen Burak, Michael Dexter an
all the children for your good, hard work preparing thg
play for our Pageant Sunday, on Decembél. 14

Thank you to the choir for your beautiful Adve
anthems and for all the time you are now spending in
preparation for our special Christmas Music worship
December 21, and the Lessons and Carols Candleligd
service on Christmas Eve.

Thank you CWS, and especially Judy Andersd
as you work to prepare the Christmas Boxes for fami
in our community.
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A Note from Our Stewardship and Finance Committee:

Dear Friends,

Thank you very much for your participation during our November stewardship campaign. We have
received pledges from over half the congregation as this note goes to press. In this time of challenging
global economics, it is particularly reassuring to see your commitments of time, talent, and donations

come into our "little wooden box" with confidence.

If you have not had a chance to submit your forms, please do so by dropping them in the offering plate
during worship, or mailing them in to the address included in your packet. The timely sharing of your
pledges helps us to plan our 2009 budget and fiscal calendar accurately.

Peace,

Ben Brantley
Moderator, Session Finance Committee

What's happening with the self-study?

First, a big thank you to all who

participated in the self-study

through focus groups, email,
phone calls and personal contact. We had 39
participants; that's 50% of the congregation!
(Wouldn't voting pollsters like those numbers!)

| have compiled a report with all of your comments
and suggestions, and it has been given to the
Session for review. The Session is planning a
long-term planning retreat after the first of the year,
and this gives them lots of information about the
'pulse’ of our congregation and will help them set
near and long-term priorities and goals.

One item that came up time and time again, from
all groups, was the welcoming and friendly nature
of our church! I will continue to share information in
upcoming newsletters and in 2009; watch for a
report to the congregation on the results of this
process and lots of opportunities to get involved.
While these are challenging times economically, it's

amazing what can happen when we all pull
together.

It's been a joy to work with all of you through
this process, and | look forward to continuing to
share in the life of our church with you in the
years ahead.

Claudia O'Neill
Self-study Moderator

CWS December Pot Luck

CWS will meet on December 9, at 12:00, for a pof-
luck lunch in Fellowship Hall. All women are
welcome. We will bag peanuts and candy for the
Christmas Box distribution. We will also sign
Christmas cards for the summer members, formeg
members and local shut-ins. Please RSVP to
Justine Irwin at 303 258-3978, or Judy Anderson rt

-

303 258-3711, or in person.




— Matthew 25:35-40

From the Mission Committee:

THE NEW REALITIES OF OUR MISSIONS

1. As the economy grows more difficult, the need for food assistance is on the increase. One recent Thursday, the Food
Pantry served 37 households which met the criteria of need, representing 76 individuals. The following Saturday, the USDA
Food distribution and the Food Pantry served 15 additional households representing 22 individuals. None of these households
are duplicates.

2. As the need increases, resources become tighter. We recently learned that the supplies for the Christmas food baskets
have been limited, while the cost has increased. Colorado Shares has limited food basket supplies to one meal only and the
cost has risen from $20 last year to $30 - $35 this year, which means our local resources will be strained.

3. As the need increases, more volunteers are needed to assist clients in their food and supply selections. A short staff of
four women served the 37 families in two hours; but the pantry shelves then had to be restocked by the same weary workers.
Judy Anderson would very much like a volunteer to learn the system of the Food Pantry, so that she could be periodically
relieved of the Saturday obligation. Justine Irwin is still seeking additional helpers for the USDA Food Distribution program
also.

4. There is some good news: this week, Annie Frazier and the Nederland High School Social Studies Department forwarded
a check to the Food Pantry for $325, raised from a bake sale held during the recent plays, along with 80 pounds of food
donated as part of the admission to a dance. Thank you Annie and friends for a job well done.

5. Thanks are due to those persons who stopped before church to help Judy Anderson break down boxes and store them
so that additional storage could be opened for the pending 9 Cares Colorado Shares food shipment due Monday, and supplies
coming in from the Community Thanksgiving banquet. Many hands made light work.

6. As announced elsewhere in this newsletter, Christian Women in Service will meet on Tuesday, December 9, for a
covered dish luncheon at 12 Noon. Following lunch, we will pack candy and nuts for the Christmas baskets. In past years, we
have helped prepare about 100 baskets. It is estimated that the need this year may run as high as 120 to 150. Again, many
hands make light work and the fellowship with the women is a rewarding gift to each of us. Come. Join us!

Plan now to attend the Annual Meeting on January 28

The meeting will begin with a good old-fashioned potluck lunch immediately
following worship. Then we’ll enjoy a slide presentation celebration: “NEPC
2008 Year in Review.” A brief business meeting will follow as we review the|
approved budget, vote on terms of call for the pastor, and elect our new chur
officers. A written Annual Report and update from the Self-Study Committeg

will also be availablt




December Birthdays

Zach Cramer
Jay Belsan
Gloria Fraser
Michael O'Neill
Joy Witherow
Wes Stiefer, Il
Jake Mussler
Amy Hartman
Betty Hunt
Laura Stadele
Beth Landry-Murphy
Ayden Bolin
Claudia O'Neill
Joyce Trostle
Katie Haynes
Kelsey Morrison
Sue Evans

Jim Hubbard

WONNNNRNEReREE

December Anniversaries

Youth Group Progressive Dinner and

Christmas Party.

December 14 — 5:00

We will leave the church promptly at 5:00 in a car-or-van to begin
our progressive 4-stop meal. We will begin with hors d’oeuvres,
then pile in the cars and head for the salad stop, then the main
course, and end with dessert and the gift exchange. Be sure to
read these instructions for the “gift exchange” very carefully:

Everyone who wants to play must bring a wrapped gift for the
exchange. The object of the game is to wrap the gift in such a
tantalizing way that nobody could resist choosing it. What is inside
does not matter — it could be something nice, funny, or even a pine
cone. What counts is the creative, enticing way it is wrapped.
Once the exchange is complete, (which is an involved and
complicated process), we will all open our “gifts” and have a great

laugh.

Parents pick-u-up at 8:00

22
24

Michelle & Brien Bolin
Charlene & Gaylord Morrison

Make a Note:

Jenny & Erik Murray
8104 Ephraim Rd.

Fellowship Hall Art Display

December's MCMAA featured artist, presented by The Palette
Gallery of Nederland, will be Sharon Jogerst whose soft
impressionistic Pastels & Oil/Alkyd Works will hang in our
Fellowship Hall. Also, Kathy Spratford will be offering art classes
for youth and children during the Christmas break. For more
information go to http://mcmaa.org/default.aspx

Austin, TX 78717
jenny@murrayad.con
erik@mrrayad.com

In our prayers

Prayers for Jenny & Erik Murray as they settle into their new

community in Texas & for Sue Evans as she continues to conneg
with her new community in Oklahoma; also for the Hunts as they
adjust to Kansas. Prayers for Gwen Burak upon the death of her
Grandmother, Vivian Swanson; for Susan Wagner & Steve & Add
Durkee as they continue to deal with the sudden death of Susan’
brother and are now living in San Diego to help with their sister-in
law’s young family’s adjustment; for Steve Filer as he recovers fr
his back injury and begins returning to work; and as always for ot
special friends who can no longer attend worship, Florence and [
Gruchy, Jane Bauder & Gloria Fraiser.
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Dear NCPC Friends,
| want to thank you for your cards, calls, an
most of all your prayers. The family and |
felt the loving support of prayers from you
and many of the churches Bob served in th
past. | miss you so much but it was best |
made the move to have family with me at g
time of loss. We had not expected it to be
soon but are at peace knowing Bob is now
free from the terrible disease that was
robbing him of his memory. You were
represented at his funeral by the Morrisong
and the Stiefers. | think of you often and
miss the sweet fellowship of the church
family. You will always have a place in my
heart. God bless you all. | love you.

Sue Evans
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