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The Song and Dance of Easter

In the arts, music, dance, theatre, and most
physical sports, there is what is known as
the preparatory move. In baseball it is the
windup before the pitch; in golf, the
backstroke before the swing; in music it is
the “breath” before the first note is sung.
The preparatory move itself means little, but
without it, much of what we do would seem
clumsy, weak and have little aesthetic value.

In a very real way, Lent and Holy Week are
the preparatory events that set the stage for
the glorious sunrise of Easter morning. One
of those great mysteries of life is that good
news is often preceded by bad news.
During the Maundy Thursday Tennabrae
service, we hear the awful story of the final
moments just before Jesus took a last
breath and died. But his physical death was
not the end; it was the preparatory
movement for Easter.

When you step back and look at the big
picture can you see that dynamic at work in
your own life? We experience painful loss
and personal failure but in time, when we
are able to pick ourselves up, dust ourselves
off and gather our wits about us, we may
discover that the experience has changed us
in ways we never expected. We are no
longer the one who fails, but the one who
overcomes.

A man living in the Midwest suffered a heart
attack that very nearly took his life. He
wrote of the experience:

“Now | am recovering on my farm. Most
certainly | was born again. Since then life
has taken on an intoxicating vividness and
intensity, combined with the blessing of
strength and peace. The morning sun looks
brighter, the spring season is thrilling, and
people who had been uninteresting to me
now have new value. | nearly died, but |
was born again into a new awareness of

life.” o
[J

Lent is the preparatory move and Easter is
the downbeat which begins the song of the
Christian faith, a faith which proclaims
“pecause Christ is risen, | too can be reborn
to a new life”. This is the Good News of
Easter: God’s love is stronger than death; it
can make sense of the senseless, bring
hope in the midst of despair, and light into
life where there was only darkness and
death.

One of the great mysteries of life and most
perplexing question of faith is why bad
things happen to good people. Easter
people too ask the question, but they don’t
remain in the Season of Lent or dwell on the
events of Holy Week forever. Easter people
know there is much more to the story and
they know where to seek the answer, even
when the search must begin as a lonely walk
toward a tomb while the world is still
shrouded in darkness. They know the song
is just beginning: Hope is Alive! Alive!
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

Palm Sunday Worship
April 5 at 10:00

Holy week begins with a Palm Sunday children’s parade! As we gather for worship that
day we will be reminded of the excitement and anticipation of the arrival of Jesus in the
great city of Jerusalem. The crowds and especially the children sang and shouted the
traditional greeting to a national hero: “Hosanna, hosanna.” As the children arrive for
worship that day, we invite them to gather in Fellowship Hall in preparation of the
traditional “Palm Parade.”

The special “One Great Hour of Sharing” offering will be taken on Palm Sunday.
Children are reminded to bring the “Fish Banks” with their special offering.

Maundy Thursday Service of Tennabrae
Thursday, April 9 at 7:00

On Maundy Thursday we remember how the mood of the city changed toward Jesus as
the week progressed. The story of his betrayal by of one his own disciples, followed
by the arrest, trial and execution of Jesus will be retold through scripture and music in
a traditional “Service of Tennabrae.” As the story is told, candles will be extinguished,
signifying how the darkness of evil in our world seemed to have overcome the light of
God'’s love as Jesus died.

Easter Sunday, April 12
Easter Morning Potluck Breakfast — 8:30
Worship Service — 10:00

The crowning celebration of the Christian year is Easter Sunday and the celebration of
the resurrection. The word Alleluia has been missing since the first Sunday of Lent when
it was “buried” — physically covered with a black cloth and neither spoken or read for
these six weeks. As we begin worship the “Alleluia” will return to the liturgy. We will
uncover the banner and sing and speak the traditional Easter morning greeting: Christ
is Risen, he is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Don’t forget the Easter morning potluck breakfast. Bring your contribution and gather
around the tables at 8:30 for this fun tradition. The choir is reminded that we will need to
begin our rehearsal at 9:00 and the youth choir will meet at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall.
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A MOMENT FOR MISSION:

USDA served 8 individuals last month. Our numbers
are still down. However, the Food Pantry reported 49
families and 92 individuals received food on the first
Thursday in March. USDA had to turn down two
cases of frozen chicken and two cases of eggs,
because we do not have adequate cold storage
space. A solution to that problem would be a blessing
to both the USDA program and the Food Pantry.

Justine Irwin, Moderator for Missions

Issue 4

From the Fellowship Committee:

For the past few weeks we have been watching the
sky asking, will it snow? Or just rain? Or blow over?
Is this truly Spring? Or just a teaser? Will our
mountains be wet enough to withstand the summer
heat? These are questions that circle around our
heads as we wait through Lent and watch the skies
for answers.

Our moods follow the clouds and we ask the same
questions about our commitments and relationships.
Is our faith strong? Or there when it's convenient? Or
just transient? Will we be strong enough to withstand
the next unforeseen 'opportunity for growth'? Where
are the answers?... as we wait through Lent.

What we can count on is that there will always be
friendly people with whom to explore such questions.
Where? In our Fellowship Hall after service each
Sunday. Thanks to all of the families who have
hosted Fellowship time through March: Bette
Ventrella, Judy MacDougall, Frank and Susan Lutz
(WHILE simultaneously running a pancake breakfast),
Claudia and Michael O'Neill, and the Harrison
family. We look forward in April to hosting and
goodies from the Steve and Carol Filer family (April
5), Gary and Pat Ennor (April 19), and Bob and
Cinda Kochen (April 26).

- Kathleen Henningsen, Moderator -

April, 2009
Church Women in Service (CWS)

CWS will meet on Tuesday,
April 14, at 1:00 PM, to begin
work on the layettes for the
Gilpin County Nurse. We
need knitters and quilters to
join us to help make
__ hats, booties and crib

! R quilts for newborns.
We have also decided to continue the annual bazaar
at NCPC in late July and at St. Rita's in November to
fund the Christmas boxes. However, instead of craft
items, we will accept useable white elephants,
jewelry, and house plant cuttings for sale. We also will
need ornamental table top flower pots for some of the
cuttings. We will incorporate a large bake sale and will
need persons to make bread, cakes, pies, cookies,
and homemade containers of specialty mixes such as
Russian tea, cookie mixes, and soups. Homemade
jams and jellies also sell well, especially those made
from choke cherries and other edible wild mountain
berries. We will need the help of all church ladies, so
be thinking about what you might make now and
freeze for later sale. Watch for further
announcements. Come join us! We have lots of
socializing, hot tea, and goodies at every meeting, as
well as a devotional time.

PS: Watch for a feature article about this historical
Nederland women's service organization to appear in The
Mountain Ear. We've traced our history back to 1951 when
22 women met regularly to meet the needs of the community,
be it a dinner for a wedding or a basket of food for the
hungry or help with local emergencies. We've been a
recognized ecumenical part of NCPC since 1975 and have
always welcomed those in need or newcomers looking for a
home. CWS is a solid part of our church outreach program..
-Justine Irwin

Easter Sunday Pot-Luck Breakfast
April 12 at 8:30

There is something about our traditional NCPC Easter morning breakfast of sausage and egg casseroles, fresh fruit,

hot cinnamon-rolls, etc. that makes our celebration of Easter so ... well ...

so delicious! Please bring a dish and

your family or friends and join us around the tables for this time honored tradition of fellowship on this highlight of
the church year. Then join us for a joyful Easter worship celebration.
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April Birthdays Make a Note:
Joyce Ogden 1 Aimee & Jeremy Tomlinson
Megen Stadele 2 are rather new faces in our
Susan Wagner 2 congregation. They have a
Allison Hardt-Zeman 7 baby girl, Sierra Rae, who was
Bill Stiefer 7 born on August 24, 2008. If
Diana Nelson 11 you haven’t met them, please
Doug Trostle 12 make them feel welcome.
Matt Davis 18 Their address and phone are in
Lee Stadele 18 the current directory, but if
Scott Bakke 19 you’d like to add their e-mail
Rich Deubel 20 to that data here it is:
Jonah Bolin 23 aimee.tomlinson @ gmail.com
Susan Lutz 23
Larson Burak 25 '
April Anniversaries In our pravers
Craig & Rhonda Skeie 4 Remember Florence Gruchy and family at the passing of David Gruchy
Don & Pennie Dexter 8 and for Gary Ennor who’s father recently died; Continued prayers for
Janet & Paul Turnburke 23 Gwen Burak’s Aunt Barbara as she adjusts to being home after her
stroke; Prayers for Judy Anderson for her hip surgery on April 20 and
prayers for Tom Andersen for a quick recovery. Continued prayers for

healing for those dealing with physical or emotional issues; and as always
for our special friends who can no longer attend worship: Jane Bauder,
Gloria Fraiser, and Florence Gruchy.

Healthier Living:
Managing Your Ongoing
Chronic Health Conditions

This course will teach participants techniques to deal with
problems related to chronic health conditions such as
fighting fatigue, dealing with depression, controlling pain,
learning exercises to build and improve strength,
appropriate use of medications, effective communications
with family and health professionals, and how to evaluate
new treatments.

Where: Here at NCPC!!

When: 6 Week Course
Each Wednesday, April 22 — May 27
1:00 PM - 3:30 - PM

The class is limited to 15 participants and pre-registration
is required. To register or for more information, please
call Marja Johnson at Boulder County Aging Services at
303 441-3599.

Congratulations to Cinda Kochen

Cinda Kochen will be honored as a finalist for the
2009 Impact on Education Award at a special
awards dinner on April 16". The “Impact on
Education Award” program recognizes individuals in
the Boulder Valley School District each year who
have made an extraordinary impact on student
learning by valuing education, service to students,
and leadership by example.

We are so proud of you Cinda!

Final Souperbowl Score

The official numbers are finally in. NCPC collected
$63.30 on Souperbowl Sunday which was used to
provide food for the Nederland Food Pantry clients.

Now, that may not seem like much, but the national
total for Souperbowl collections of all the youth groups
in the USA was $2,615,491.30.
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Here is an e-mail we received via the church | when I was 5, to playing Mary in the Christmas play, to
website: nederlandcpc.org becoming a member and all the things in between. |
went to the very first preschool class they had at the

Hello, My name is Amy Hartung, and | went to this church. | am sure that things have changed immensely,

church when I was 4 until 1 was about 23 or so. | but I wanted to let you know that the church still holds
became a member in 1985, | believe, and was until | special memories for me. Being a part of that church for
finally changed my membership to where 1 live a all of my childhood and teenage years really was
couple of years ago. | have not been at the church for spec_lal. | would really love it if you could tell Gloria
over 15 years and | have no idea of many of the Frasier hello for me. She was my preschoql teacher and
people there. | see a few familiar names: Gloria | loved her. She was wonderful. | had no idea she was
Frasier, Lee Tillotson, Cinda Kochen, Judy Hubbard still alive. It was _really neat s_eeing some of the activities
and of course | saw the Guyer family. They were a and to see tha_t ngr_lland |s_st|II the camp. Thanks so

big part of the church when | was there, especially much for having this website.

Lois. | was thinking about all the times | had at this
church from my grandmother pulling me into the ditch | AMY Hartung

NCPC Choir Notes:

The choir will have a special mid-week
rehearsal on Tuesday, March 31, to
prepare our special music for Holy
Week and Easter. We will begin with
a choir supper at 6:15 and the rehearsal will begin at 6:45.

Youth Newz

We are reaching the half-way point in our Confirmation Class and the best is yet to come!

Our long awaited Confirmation Retreat takes place on April 24 — 26, at Highlands Camp and
Conference Center. We will have the “Horse Lodge” down near the stables all to ourselves and do all
our own cooking and cleaning to save money. The youth budget will subsidize the retreat, but we are
asking each member of the class to pay $35.00. We need to send in the final reservation form in the
next couple of weeks, so bring your check to confirm that you will be with us. An information sheet will
be available very soon telling you what to bring, when to show up and when your folks can expect your
return.

The Session will meet with us on April 5™ as we study the church as an organization. You will have the
opportunity to share any good ideas you have for the future of our church, and the Session will enjoy
getting to know you better.
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April 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
9-11-30 Painters 10:00 Food Pantry
12:00 NAS Lunch
6:15 Choir Dinner
6:45 Choir Reh 6:30 Lenten Study
5 Palm Sunday 6 7 8 9 Maundy Thurs. 10 11
9:00 Choir 12:00 NAS Lunch 9 -11:30 Painters 6:30 Choir Reh. 9:30-11:30
10:00 Worship 12:00 NAS Lunch 7:00 Service of 9:30 - 11:00 Food USDA Distribution
10:30 Church School [lennabiae Pantry and
5:30 Confirmation
with Session el
12 Easter Sunday | 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30 Pot Luck Bkfst 12:00 NAS Lunch 1:00-3:00 cWs 9-11:30 Painters
9:00 Choir 12:00 NAS Lunch
9:30 Youth Choir
10:00 Worship
19 9:00 Choir 20 21 22 9-11:30 Painters | 23 24 25
10:00 Worship 12:00 NAS Lunch 12:00 NAS Lunch
10:30 Church School 1:00 — 3:30 Healthier
) Living Class
5:30 Youth Group )
LIl Confirmation Class Retreat....
269:00 Choir 27 28 29 30
10:00 Worship 12:00 NAS Lunch 9 -11:30 Painters 10:00 Food Pantry
10:30 Church School 12:00 NAS Lunch
1:00 — 3:30 Healthier

... Retreat

14 1$%

Living Class

Nederland Community Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 467

210 Jefferson St.
Nederland, CO 80466



